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^  :-  iil:  BACKGROUND 


The  Student  Advisory  Council  to  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  was 
established  by  Chapter  1009  of  the  Acts  of  1971.   The  Student  Advisory  Council  is 
comprised  of  eleven  regional  student  advisory  councils  and  one  state  student  advisory 
council.   Each  high  school  in  the  Commonwealth  has  the  opportunity  to  elect  two  delegates 
to  one  of  the  eleven  regional  councils  which  meet  nine  times  a  year,  including  orientation 
meetings.   The  eleven  regional  councils,  in  turn,  elect  four  delegates  to  the  State  Student 
Advisory  Council.   The  state  council  elects  three  officers:    a  recorder,  a  vice-chairperson, 
and  a  chairperson  who  serves  as  a  voting  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  representing  the 
council  and  the  secondary  school  students  of  the  Commonwealth.   Staff  from  the  Department 
of  Education  provide  technical  assistance  to  the  six  hundred  member  Student  Advisory 
Council. 

INTRODUCTION 

The  goals  contained  in  this  report  are  the  result  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council's 
Summer  Leadership  Conference  held  at  the  Northfield-Mt.  Hermon  School  from  August  17- 
20,  1993.   The  Northfield  conference  was  a  valuable  learning  experience  for  all  attendees. 
Workshops  on  a  variety  of  subjects  and  issues  not  only  prepared  us  for  the  year  ahead,  but 
gave  us  a  better  understanding  of  ourselves  and  our  peers,  as  well  as  public  education  issues 
and  pending  legislation  of  particular  interest  to  students. 

Students  at  the  state  level  were  divided  into  task  forces  to  create  their  work  plans  for 
the  upcoming  year.   We  then  defined  students'  roles  and  responsibilities  to  establish  working 
relationships  within  the  task  forces.   The  five  task  forces  are:  the  Legislative  Task  Force, 
Social  Issue  Task  Force,  School  Programs  Task  Force,  Media  Relations  Task  Force  and  the 
Regional  Chairs  Task  Force. 

The  State  Student  Advisory  Council  also  established  specific  goals  for  the  upcoming 
year.   In  particular,  the  leadership  of  the  State  Student  Advisory  Council  has  identified  the 
importance  of  strengthening  communication  between  all  members  of  the  regional  and  state 
councils  as  well  as  with  students  at  the  local  high  school  level.   To  be  successful,  it  is 
essential  to  strengthen  the  lines  of  communication  within  the  council  by  publicizing  and 
increasing  support  and  awareness  of  council  activities.   The  council  must  also  assist  students 
in  organizing  constituencies  in  local  schools  around  council  activities. 

Each  task  force  has  formed  its  own  agenda  working  with  issues  including  but  not 
limited  to,  violence,  AIDS  awareness,  education  reform,  cmd  publication.    We  will  also 
continue  working  with  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  to  enact  bills. 

The  leadership  hopes  to  take  on  an  active  role  both  assisting  and  directing  the  entire  council 
and  looks  forward  to  an  exciting,  successful  year. 


LEGISLATIVE  TASK  FORCE 

GOALS  AND  OBJECTIVES 

1.  To  oversee  all  legislative  activities  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council. 

2.  To  monitor,  evaluate,  and  take  action  on  all  student-related  legislation  filed  by  other 
organizations. 

3.  To  pursue  the  passage  of  Student  Advisory  Council  bills  now  pending  in  the  State 
Legislature. 

4.  To  file  and  work  for  the  passage  of  new  legislation  related  to:  increasing  student 
representation  on  school  governance  councils,  reducing  sexual  harassment  in  schools, 
and  exempting  high  school  student  athletes  from  physical  education. 

5.  To  consider  introducing  other  student-related  legislation  in  the  areas  of  student 
evaluation  of  teachers,  condom  availability,  and  teacher  contract  deadlines. 

6.  To  work  collaboratively  with  the  other  Student  Advisory  Council  Task.  Forces. 

The  Legislative  Task  Force  will  continue  to  seek  passage  of  the  bills  now  pending  in  the 
Legislature.   These  bills  are:  Sexual  Orientation  (House  Bill  3353),  AIDS/HIV  Prevention 
Education  (House  Bill  4098),  Student-Teacher  Confidentiality  (House  Bill  4096),  Academic 
Punishment  (House  Bill  1445),  and  establishing  a  Student  Voting  Member  on  each  School 
Committee  (House  Bill  3072). 

L         Sexual  Orientation 

The  Legislative  Task  Force  will  continue  to  lobby  in  support  of  House  Bill  3353,  An 
Act  to  Prohibit  Discrimination  Against  Students  in  Public  Schools  on  the  Basis  of  Sexual 
Orientation.    Chapter  622  currently  protects  students  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex, 
religion,  national  origin,  or  handicap.    House  Bill  3353  will  amend  Chapter  622  to  include 
sexual  orientation.   Currently,  the  bill  is  in  its  third  reading  in  the  House. 
Massachusetts  law  protects  adults  from  being  discriminated  against  based  on  their  sexual 
orientation  in  areas  of  employment,  housing  and  credit.    Equity  would  dictate  '  that  students 
who  are  required  by  law  to  be  in  school  between  the  ages  of  six  to  sixteen  should  be 
protected  against  discrimination.   Gay  and  lesbian  youth  have  disproportinately  high  suicide 
and  drop  out  rates.   The  passage  of  this  bill  will  contribute  to  a  safe  educational  climate  for 
all  students. 

IL        AIDS/HIV  PREVENTION  EDUCATION 

House  Bill  4098,  An  Act  to  Include  AIDS/HIV  Prevention  Education  In  the  Health 
Curriculum  of  Public  Schools  is  currently  in  the  House  Committee  on  Third  Reading.   This 
is  the  third  year  that  this  bill  has  been  filed  on  behalf  of  the  Student  Advisory  Council.   This 
year  it  was  filed  by  Representative  Barbara  Gardner.   The  bill  has  continued  to  make  steady 
progress.    As  the  AIDS  virus  continues  to  spread  at  an  aggressive  rate,  the  impact  on 
adolescents  is  serious.    In  a  Department  of  Education  1990  survey  it  was  estimated  that 
approximately  forty-six  percent  of  all  high  school  students  were  active  sexually,  while 
twenty-two  percent  of  them  have  had  unprotected  sex.    Unless  teens  are  educated  about 
prevention,  many  more  will  contract  this  disease.    We  plan  to  actively  lobby  for  this  bill  by 
telephone  and  writing  campaigns  to  Senators  and  Representatives.    In  addition,  we  will 


gather  testimony  from  groups  and  individuals  that  have  previously  offered  support  for  the 
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Public  Health,  BAGLY  and  the  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health).    If  the  bill  does 

not  pass  in  the  current  legislative  session,  we  will  refile  this  amendment  to  Section  1  of 

Chapter  71  at  the  beginning  of  November. 

III.  Student/Teacher  confidentiality 

House  Bill  4096,  An  Act  to  Improve  Student/Teacher  Communication  by  providing 
that  certain  information  between  students  and  school  personnel  be  confidential  is  now  in  the 
House  Committee  on  Third  Reading.    Because  of  the  efforts  of  last  year's  Legislative  Task 
Force  and  the  progress  the  bill  has  made,  we  hope  it  will  move  out  of  the  Committee  on 
Third  Reading  after  the  summer  session.   The  Legislative  Task  Force  will  continue  a  mailing 
campaign  and  person-to-person  lobbying  for  this  bill.   If  H.4096  passes,  students  would  have 
a  supportive  adult  to  turn  to  in  a  time  of  turmoil  rather  than  relying  on  peer  advice  or 
inaccurate  information.   It  would  eliminate,  the  burden  of  worrying  about  whether  or  not 
communication  would  be  kept  confidential.   Faculty  members  would  be  more  capable  of 
fulfilling  students  needs  if  they  were  were  aware  of  these  protections.   This  bill  would 
provide  faculty  and  students  with  a  better  sense  of  security  and  would  improve 
student/teacher  relationships. 

IV.  Academic  Punishment 

House  Bill  1445,  An  Act  To  Prohibit  the  Use  of  Academic  Punishment  in  Public 
Schools,  is  currently  in  study.    Academic  Punishment,  practiced  in  at  least  60%  of  the  state's 
secondary  schools,  puts  teens  at  risk.   Students  whose  grades  are  lowered  because  of 
academic  punishment  often  feel  no  motivation  and  no  further  reasons  to  attend  school. 
Academic  punishment  often  impacts  students  who  are  legitimately  absent  more  than  the 
allotted  number  of  days.   These  students  can  include  pregnant  and  parenting  teens,  teens  who 
are  ill  and  cannot  obtain  a  doctor's  notice  because  they  cannot  afford  a  doctor,  and  working 
students  who  might  have  family  responsibilities,  such  as  caring  for  an  ailing  family  member. 
Academic  punishment  needs  to  be  replaced  by  supportive  measures  that  encourages  students 
to  remain  in  school. 

V.  A  Voting  Student  Member  on  Each  School  Committee 

House  Bill  3702,  An  Act  Allowing  for  Student  Representation  on  School  Committees, 
is  in  its  third  reading  in  the  House.    Current  law  states  that  in  each  school  district,  students 
elect  a  student  advisory  council  to  the  School  Committee,  and  the  elected  chairperson  of  the 
council  sits  as  a  non-voting  member  of  the  School  Committee.    Some  school  districts  have 
already  chosen  to  including  voting  student  members  on  their  school  committees.   Mandating 
this  membership  uniformly  would  increase  student  decision  making  in  their  education  and 
increase  communication  among  students,  administration,  and  parents.    Considering  that 
Massachusetts  students  currently  have  a  voting  student  member  on  the  Board  of  Education,  it 
would  seem  both  appropriate  and  consistent  to  have  voting  student  representatives  on  School 
Committees. 


In  addition  to  seeking  passage  of  these  bills  presently  pending  in  the  legislature,  the 
<  r  fe^islatiV*Ta5k  ¥^me  jisotpiaiisita-draftjiew'  legislatk^n,  seei  sponsorship  for,  and  lobby 
for  the  passage  of  bills,  relating  to:   increasing  student  representation  on  school  governance 
councils,  reducing  sexual  harassment  in  schools,  and  exempting  high  school  student  athletes 
from  physical  education. 

I.   Student  Representation  on  School  Governance  Councils 

The  Education  Reform  Law  of  1993,  Section  59C,  requires  that  all  public  elementary, 
secondary,  and  independent  vocational  schools  in  the  commonwealth  establish  a  school 
governance  council  that  consists  of  school  personnel,  parents,  community  members,  and  as  it 
is  presently  written  "for  schools  containing  any  of  the  grades  nine  to  twelve,  at  least  one 
student".   The  Legislative  Task  Force  plans  to  work  with  the  Department  of  Education's 
Legal  and  Legislative  Offices  to  draft  and  file  legislation  that  would  amend  this  law  so  that 
students,  like  parents,  would  have  parity  with  professional  personnel  on  the  school  councils. 

n.        Sexual  Harassment 

Sexual  harassment  has  developed  into  a  serious  problem  in  America's  high  schools 
today.   It  denies  students  equal  access  to  educational  and  economic  opportunities,  is  the 
direct  cause  of  absenteeism,  a  higher  dropout  rate,  and  lower  academic  achievement. 
In  March  of  1993  results  of  a  nationwide  poll  taken  by  the  American  Association  of 
Universal  Women  Educational  Foundation  exhibited  the  following  results:    In  grades  8-11, 
85%  of  girls  as  well  as  76%  of  boys  were  said  to  have  been  subject  to  unwelcome  sexual 
behavior.    One  third  of  girls  did  not  participate  in  class  discussions  as  much  after  they  had 
been  harassed  and  another  third  did  not  want  to  go  to  school  afterwards.    As  Barbara  Hildt,  a 
former  state  representative  notes,  "Sexual  harassment  hurts  young  people  and  it  can  cause 
lasting  harm.   The  young  are  more  vulnerable  and  often  easy  targets".    For  these  reasons, 
the  SSAC  is  firmly  committed  to  reducing  the  occurrence  of  sexual  harassment  in  schools. 
This  year  the  Legislative  Task  Force  will  spearhead  the  effort  to  seek  sponsorship  for,  and 
lobby  for  the  successful  passage  of  a  bill  that  would  educate  students,  teachers,  and 
administrators  in  the  area  of  sexual  harassment.   The  task  force  will  modify  former  bill 
5624,  An  Act  to  Reduce  Sexual  Harassment  in  schools,  to  include  harassment  related  to 
sexual  orientation.   This  bill  was  previously  filed  by  Barbara  Gardner  who  withdrew  the  bill 
based  on  the  assumption  that  it  would  be  included  in  the  Educational  Reform  Package,  which 
it  wasn't. 

IIL       High  School  Student  Athlete/Physical  Education  Bill 

The  Legislative  Task  Force  recognizes  that  Physical  Education  is  taught  in 
Massachusetts  high  schools  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  sportsmanship  and  maintaining 
healthy  and  physically  fit  life  styles.   This  year,  the  task  force  will  file  and  lobby  for  a  bill 
that  would  make  physical  education  classes  optional  for  student-athletes  during  their 
respective  athletic  seasons,  unless  voted  otherwise  by  their  local  School  Committee. 
Currently,  Massachusetts  General  Laws  require  physical  education  to  be  taught  to  all  high 
school  students.    However,  many  across  the  Commonwealth  feel  that  by  participating  in 
organized  high  school  athletics,  they  receive  more  than  adequate  amounts  of  physical 
education  and  conditioning.    Also,  by  making  physical  educational  optional  for  high  school 
student-athletes,  the  extra  time  they  receive  can  be  used  for  studies  and/or  additional  course 


selections.    Many  student-athletes  who  dedicate  hours  of  their  extra-curricular  time  to  their 
s^spective  schools' iteamsswG&ilibeeefit  from  extra  time  for  Iheir  academics,  t    it  t  t  v  t  s  :  t     t  \.r: 


The  Legislative  Task  Force  is  enthusiastic  about  this  year's  challenges  in  filing  new 
legislation,  lobbying  for  the  passage  of  pending  SAC  bills,  and  in  monitoring  other  student- 
related  legislation.   This  requires  extensive  communication  among  State  Student  Advisory 
Council  members.  Regional  Student  Advisory  Council  members,  and  local  Student  Advisory 
Committees.   Pamphlets,  newsletters,  legislative  bills,  fact  sheets,  sample  letters,  and 
strategies  for  lobbying  will  be  used  to  accomplish  this.   We  approach  this  year  with 
confidence  that  these  efforts  will  succeed. 


SOCIAL  ISSUES  TASK  FORCE 

We,  the  Social  Issues  Task  Force,  feel  that  the  issues  of  AIDS  and  violence  are  very 
prominent  in  society,  and  in  the  present  time  are  the  two  issues  that  affect  students'  lives  a 
great  deal.   We  would  like  to  continue  our  past  efforts  to  contribute  in  the  fight  against 
AIDS.   Information  and  education  are  the  most  powerful  weapons  to  control  the  outbreak  of 
AIDS  in  the  student  population.   To  accomplish  this  task  we  will  be  providing  a  workshop 
for  each  Regional  Council  and  to  every  school.    Hopefully,  these  presentations  along  with 
kits  we  hope  to  develop  will  help  students  in  schools  and  continue  to  help  implement  our 
goals.    Another  main  focus  is  to  stop  the  rise  in  violence  in  schools,  by  educating  students 
how  to  deal  with  their  hatred  and  anger.    Along  with  educating  ourselves  and  Regional 
Councils  we  will  conduct  a  state-wide  conference. 

AIDS  AWARENESS  STARTER  KITS 

Regarding  the  distribution  of  our  AIDS  awareness  starter  kits,  we  would  like  to  reach 
all  areas  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.    We  plan  on  reaching  all  regions  by 
distributing  through  the  regional  SAC.   Because  AIDS  is  such  an  important  issue,  not  only 
will  we  be  distributing  packets,  but  we  will  also  be  educating  and  informing  the  RSAC 
delegates  in  workshops  possibly  including  guest  speakers.    It  is  our  intention  and  hope  that 
the  delegates  will  return  to  their  schools  with  this  information  and  that  they  make  use  of  this 
information  by  educating  their  peers.    If  we  find  that  this  process  is  successful  we  will 
distribute  an  additional  packet  to  each  school  to  either  the  student  council  president  or  the 
school's  Health  Coordinator. 

While  reviewing  the  1992  Youth  Risk  Behavior  Survey  Results,  we  as  the  Social 
Issues  Task  Force  came  to  the  realization  that  despite  available  information,  teenagers  do  not 
seem  to  be  getting  the  message.   We  also  decided  that  it  was  time  for  us  teenagers  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  become  peer  educators  in  order  to  get  through  to  the  49  %  of  the  sexually 
active  students  (reported  as  50%  of  all  students)  who  still  continue  to  use  the  withdrawal 
method  or  no  barrier  method  at  all.    Also,  75%  of  teen-age  pregnancies  occurs  among 
adolescents  who  are  not  practicing  safer  sex,  which  puts  them  at  risk  of  AIDS/HIV  and  other 
STI's. 


VIOLENCE  AND  HATRED 

...  .  — ^We-Msoaldiiike  eosissclaislsidesits  statecvidfeconcerioin^-tlae  issues  of-vii&lence  and 
hatred  by  extending  an  invitation  to  our  conference  on  this  rising  issue.    Due  to  possible 
financial  and  space  limitations,  we  are  able  to  invite  only  one  student  and  one  adult  from 
every  public  school  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.    We  would  like  the 
accompanying  adult  to  be  the  school's  Health  Coordinator  or  other  supportive  faculty 
member.   This  is  to  ensure  the  information  given  reaches  the  school  in  a  useful  manner. 
This  adult  will  choose  the  student  who  will  be  attending  the  conference  with  him  or  her, 
hopefully  this  adult  will  chose  a  competent  student  who  they  feel  is  capable  of  educating  or 
passing  on  this  valuable  information  to  the  rest  of  the  student  body.   In  addition,  we  will  also 
be  utilizing  the  RSAC  and  their  connections  to  their  own  schools.    We  plan  to  designate  a 
regional  meeting  to  the  issue  of  violence  and  hatred  by  including  workshops  and 
presentations.   Tangible  information  will  distributed  at  both  the  conference  and  the  RSAC 
workshops  for  the  students  to  refer  to  and  distribute  if  they  so  wish.    Some  possible  topics  of 
discussion  during  our  conference  will  be  defining  and  clarifying  violence  terminology,  causes 
of  violence,  and  prevention  methods.    Our  focus  will  be  pro-active  rather  than  reactive. 

We,  the  Social  Issues  Task  Force  found  that  the  Massachusetts  Youth  Risk  Behavior 
Survey  of  1992  indicated  the  high  prevalence  of  behaviors  related  to  injurious  and  premature 
death  among  Massachusetts  adolescence.    Violence  and  potential  for  violence  is  wide-spread, 
with  40%  of  Massachusetts  youth  having  been  in  a  physical  fight,  nearly  one- fourth  having 
carried  some  sort  of  weapon,  and  nearly  one  in  twenty  students  having  seriously  considered 
suicide  in  the  last  year.    In  addition,  homicide  is  the  second  leading  cause  of  death  among  all 
adolescence  and  young  adults,  and  is  the  leading  cause  of  death  among  black  youth  in  the 
United  States.    As  a  result,  the  Social  Issues  Task  Force  agrees  with  the  National  Health 
objectives  stated  in  this  survey  to  "include  reducing  injurious  suicide  attempts,  physical 
fighting,  and  weapon  carrying." 

TIMELINES 

Now  that  we  have  established  our  goals  for  the  1993-94  school  year,  we  believe  that 
good  organization  and  timing  are  necessary  to  complete  our  goals.    Starting  in  September, 
we  hope  to  collaborate  with  the  Massachusetts  Student  Alliance  Against  Racism  and 
Violence,  to  start  discussing  details  about  the  conference,  (i.e.  place  and  date).   We  will  be 
dedicating  our  first  two  state  meetings  to  educating  our  task  force  as  a  whole  on  our  issues  of 
concern. 

Since  World  AIDS  Day  is  in  December,  we  plan  to  have  an  AIDS  Awareness 
Training  Program  for  all  regional  members  across  the  state.    At  that  time,  with  the  help  of 
such  groups  as  AIDS  Action,  we  will  distribute  "starter  kits"  to  all  regional  members  as  well 
as  their  schools.    By  the  March  regional  meeting,  when  all  details  for  the  conference  are 
secured,  we  will  educate  the  RSAC  members  on  the  same  information  that  we  will  be 
presenting  in  our  state-wide  conference.    Our  goal  is  to  hold  the  conference  in  either  late 
March  or  early  April.    We  recognize  that  our  work  load  is  a  lot  to  handle,  but  as  a  dedicated 
group  of  enthusiastic  and  ambitious  student  leaders  we  feel  that  with  hard  work  we  can 
accomplish  our  goals. 


MEDIA  RELATIONS  TASK  FORCE 
Introduction 

Since  1971  the  SAC  has  been  advocating  students  rights  in  order  to  provide  a  more 
conducive  environment  for  growth  both  as  a  person  and  a  student.    But  who  knows  about  it? 
As  the  Media  Relations  Task  Force  we  seek  to  publicize  the  SAC  and  to  inform  students 
about  their  rights,  responsibilities,  and  current  issues  concerning  them.    Our  main 
communication  links  with  the  students  are  Palayti,  the  SAC  newsletter,  as  well  as  New 
Options  in  telecommunications. 

Objectives 

With  Palatyi  as  our  primary  means  of  communication,  we  will  improve  it  by 
accomplishing  the  following  objectives: 

1)  Increase  circulation 

a)  raise  number  of  copies  from  2,000  to  3,000 

b)  send  three  copies  to  each  school,  1  to  principal,  1  to  library,  1  to  student 
government 

c)  Give  1  copy  to  each  regional  member 

d)  Coordinate  with  Regional  Chairs  to  encourage  regional  members  to 
reproduce  and  distribute  in  their  schools 

2)  Foreign  Language 

a)  Include  articles  of  interest  in  several  languages 

b)  Request  feedback 

3)  Graphics 

a)  To  appeal  to  new  readers,  include  graphs  and  pie  charts 

b)  Student  cartoons  (encouraging  send-ins) 

4)  Advertisements  in  the  form  of  posters  and  bulletins  raising  awareness  about  SAC 
and  Palayti;  produced  in  conjunction  with  Regional  Chairpersons. 

In  order  to  reach  new  audiences,  we  will  work  collaboratively  with  the  Massachusetts 
Corporation  for  Education  Telecommunication.    Possibilities  include  the  following  programs: 

1)  Student  Forum 

2)  Project  Teen  work 

3)  Public  Announcements 

4)  Putting  it  all  together  program 


t   t  i 


5)  Computer  Network 
I »              .a)  J^earnefe  *      « .  -         ^  i  .  -  .    i .  r        ,  ^     i 

b)   Internet 

6)  Student  news  program 

Continuing  to  expand  our  audience  we  endeavor  to  investigate  all  radio  and  network 
possibilities.    This  will  include  similar  objectives  as  does  our  telecommunications 
exploration. 


SCHOOL  PROGRAMS  TASK  FORCE 

We  the  School  Programs  Task  Force  of  the  State  Student  Advisory  Council  to  the 
Board  of  Education  of  Massachusetts,  are  looking  forward  to  working  together  to  publicize 
and  educate  students  about  the  strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  newly  passed  Education 
Reform  Package.    Our  ideas  include  increasing  the  students  awareness  of  the  changes  in  the 
package  and  how  it  will  affect  them.   Topics  such  as  students  rights  in  their  school,  rights  of 
school  faculty,  principals,  school  committee  and  superintendent  will  be  included.   We  look 
forward  to  the  1993-94  school  year  and  what  we  have  to  offer  the  students  of  our  state. 

The  School  Programs  Task  Force  realizes  the  importance  of  informing  students  of 
their  rights  through  interpreting  the  recently  passed  Education  Reform  Package.    We  will  use 
a  variety  of  methods  to  educate  students,  including  but  not  limited  to  role  playing  in  schools 
throughout  the  state,  compiling  an  informational  video,  and  the  development  and  distribution 
of  literature.    Our  goal  is  to  make  this  information  available  to  most  schools  in 
Commonwealth.   We  plan  to  have  a  comprehensive  literature  and  video  package  complete  by 
the  new  year.    At  that  time  we  will  initiate  presenting  our  workshop  in  schools. 

The  following  are  the  issues  within  the  Educational  Reform  Package  about  which  we 
are  going  to  inform  students. 

The  authority  of  hierarchies:    the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  Principals  have 
the  right  to  hire  and/or  fire  staff  without  consulting  the  School  Committee.   This  means  that 
the  School  Committee's  influence  concerning  issues  with  school  staff  is  diminished. 

Under  the  category  of  Student  Power,  the  students  have  the  right  to  make  their  own 
decisions  regarding  school  choice.  School  choice  is  when  a  student  is  allowed  to  attend  the 
school  of  her/his  choice,  without  paying  tuition. 

Next  on  our  agenda  is  the  School  Governance  Council.   This  council  includes 
teachers,  parents  and  at  least  one  student.   The  School  Governance  Council  takes  the  place  of 
the  Handbook  Review  Committee. 


Another  issue  we  wish  to  discuss  is  the  discipline  of  students  in  regard  to  weapons. 
If  a.student.i&  foesBdst©  be.  kt  potsesssDn  xpt  at  weapqji  i^^ontoilled  subfetamie^  the^jrificipal- 
can  decide  whether  or  not  to  expel  the  student. 

These  are  some  of  the  issues  we  plan  to  include  in  our  presentations. 


REGIONAL  CHAIR  TASK  FORCE 

The  purpose  of  the  Regional  Chair  Task  Force  is  to  strengthen  the  productivity  of  the 
SAC  as  a  whole  by  acting  as  a  link  between  all  levels  of  the  council.    In  order  to  accomplish 
this  primary  goal,  we  intend  to  strengthen  communication  throughout  the  council  and  to 
make  meetings  more  productive.    We  hope  to  spark  interest  in  students  with  the  goal  of 
active  involvement  in  their  individual  schools. 

Our  first  objective  is  to  improve  communication  throughout  all  levels  of  SAC.   The 
Regional  Chair  Task  Force  plans  to  increase  participation  at  the  regional  level  by  sending 
delegates  to  non-represented  schools.    Other  avenues  we  would  like  to  explore  are  as 
follows:   creating  a  video  that  would  present  the  purpose  of  SAC;  continue  letter  writing 
started  by  last  year's  task  force  and;   creating  phone  chains  to  expand  participation.   To 
reach  the  general  public,  we  have  organized  a  connection  between  each  state  task  force,  in 
particular  the  Media  Task  Force,  to  make  the  most  of  our  resources.    Specifically,  we  would 
like  to  take  advantage  of  local  newspapers,  radio  stations,  and  news  programs,  not  only  to 
ensure  the  continuation  of  participation  but  also  to  promote  an  active  interest  in  our  goals. 

We  feel  the  key  is  to  provide  students  at  the  regional  level  with  specific  tasks  such  as: 
letter  writing,  phone  calling  and;  designing  posters  so  that  they  can  take  pride  in  their 
accomplishments  and  in  turn  reach  the  goal  of  sparking  genuine  interest  and  involvement  in 
SAC.   Regional  chairs  and  state  task  force  members  in  each  region  will  take  the 
responsibility  of  summarizing  SSAC  and  task  force  meetings  with  bulletins.   In  addition, 
regional  members  will  be  given  the  task  of  increasing  distribution  of  Palayti,  the  official 
publication  of  the  SSAC,   In  order  to  encourage  students  at  the  regional  level  to  aid  in  the 
goal  of  reaching  non-represented  schools,  a  competition  between  councils  at  regional 
meetings  will  be  organized.   The  goal  being  to  accumulate  the  most  new  members.   To 
improve  communication  between  individual  students,  the  Regional  Chairs  Task  Force  plans 
to  create  a  phone  chain  including  the  names,  addresses  and  phone  numbers  of  chairholders  in 
each  task  force.    Regional  chairs  will  be  expected  to  sit  in  on  SSAC  and  task  force  meetings 
to  maintain  a  broad  knowledge  base  on  a  variety  of  current  issues.    Each  member  of  the 
Regional  Chair  Task  Force  has  paired  with  another  Regional  Chair  to  act  as  liaisons  to  each 
task  force  of  the  state  council. 

Our  second  objective  is  to  plan  the  agenda  amd  set  goals  for  the  regional  meetings  for 
the  upcoming  school  year.    Various  topics  that  we  would  like  to  address  at  our  regional 
meetings  include:    sexual  harassment,  AIDS/HI V/STl's  education,  violence  prevention, 
school  safety;  SAC  sponsored  and/or  supported  bills  currently  pending  in  the  Legislature  (i.e. 


Academic  Punishment,  Sexual  Orientation,  etc.),  and  school  budget  and  programs.    In  order 
-tG  ^arl*  iiivolVemen^  ia^e^ion^  Student  Advisory  Council  members-andcreate-antinteresti  s 
in  bringing  the  information  from  the  regional  meetings  back  to  their  respective  high  schools, 
we  will  focus  on  the  following:   creating  a  cohesive  group  through  ice  breakers;  introducing 
more  and  enthusiastic  speakers;  presenting  informative  and  relevant  workshops;  having  plays, 
skits  and  simulations  to  promote  awareness;  moderating  debates  and  discussions  concerning 
relevant  issues;  getting  information  back  to  the  schools  through  use  of  posters,  letters,  and 
pamphlets;  involving  non-represented  schools  through  letters  and  telephone  calls;  and 
briefings  on  task  force  activities  and  recruiting  RSAC  members  for  upcoming  SSAC  events, 
rallies,  etc. 


•'•^" 


"■■    >:i- 


*••■ 

f,  t 

■^^- 

**.' 

. 

,   .    ,   ^"U 

^.V". 

'.>  * 

*    .' 

'■" 

.-iV' 

'a 

^ 

\A- 

c 

' , 

t'V 

V 

• 

> 

J^^'^c^ 


'  fj- 


5     '■       '"    <. 


-«■,;.■ 


fir  ■  r  '^^ 


"i^'i-':.'- 


7.  ■  c 


.     ■  •-    .t 


•*;  '  ,-,■^*" 


,  ♦^ .    H- 


'r^^' 


t\. 


W 


:i?r'.;^ 


.'  .  >■ 


*  •*' 


.    1. 


■'J 


■,.ri-< 


.;■/;  '^.'•:.  „.  V  •^■>• 


■vif 


•'♦'■.  .r. 


i-,-  t 


..   V 


."■^-i*^ 


i* 


y-my 


f 

^       •'«™ 

* 

W".'  •.•■;'  '.>■ 

*^.'   '-!.■ 
— ^v  '^^1 

■^  .  '' 

^'  ■:•%  'S^^H 

^ 

'^^^^1 

' 

,'■^^^^1 

.■^  V 

t'^'V'  ^'9H 

'^•' 

••■-   ,.^.'  -  r-'f  -^  H 

.:->:^     ■'■  -V;   'fl 

» -^ 

°  .i^^^H 

."•■■•■'.  j->:  3^^ 

■  ■■'.■-•■  's**-:  ^^ 

•*:"-4.-,-   • 

,/* 


-  K 


..-^J 

■>?*•> 


--  i' ' 


't'  ;;^., 

■  <    '^'.i^''' 

->   .  •>  .... 


.  .   .   ■  ^    ■•-   ^4-.    *  A 


^v:;' 


...   .#. 


'.<  (^'•■>-' 


V  '  -'•'X^'f '.'1 


